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Dear Friends: 2 Anionio 3, Toxas 

The rezantiv formed state-vide Comnittee on Migrant Farm Workers is another big 
sten forward. Composol of Aencers f£>0m religious and lep-r f&rouns, tha com- 
mittee is doing some outsinndins work in arousing pudlic opinion and in plug- 
ging for much-needed lezislation. 


The migrant farm workers' "do-it-ourselves" erganizing activities in the San 
Antonio area - - and the United Neighbors movement in rvral East Texas -- have 
undoubtedly done much during the past few years toward awakening people's minds 
to the drastic need for action, 


However, our low-paid farm worker migrants (largely ilexican-Americans) along 
with people in the United Neighbors movement of East Texas (composed largely of 
Negro farm workers, sharecroppers, etc.) know that the final solutions to their 
many problems are to be found in a militant, effective organization OF them - - 
and not alone by organizations for and about them. 


They do not agree with a recent statement by a former Texas labor official 

that “mobility (of migrants) makes it impossible to maintain an organization", 
That man should take a look at what's being done in California, in parts of the 
Kast and in the South (around Memphis). Let us hope that one of the establish- 
ed labor unions will soon make it's long over-due appearance among Texas farm 
worsers. 


We wish time and space would permit us to tell you about all thd down-to-earth 
activities of volunteers who are devoting time and energy - and too often hard- 
earned dollars which they cannot afford - - in their unceasing fight for a bet- 
ter life for themselves and their neighbors. 


Briefly, the work of United Neighbors in rural East Texas is centered on a det- 
ermined fight against discrimination, for equal job opportunities and full cit- 
izenship in that "deep south" section of our state. Our San Antonio address 

is being used as sort of a research & information clearing house, especially for 
problems sometimes difficult to handle on a local level, 


One case now being appealed to Austin is that of discontinued welfare aid for 
the emall children of a mother who is physically unable to care for them. The 
father makes hardly enough to buy bare necessities and certainly not enough to 
hire a baby sitter. Neighbors are helping with the children while every ef- 
fort is being made to correct this apparent injustice. We cannot believe 
that ‘his would have happened to a white family under the same circumstances, 


Grace and I well remember the grandparents of the young couple mentiored above. 
They were active members of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union (later UCAPA' -CIO) 
which brought renewed hope and help to many oppressed rural people of the sath 
during the depression years of the late '30s and early ‘40s, 

Fraternally yours, 


Harry Kocer 
P.S. Our sincere sympathy to Mr.& Mrs. Antonio Garcia and -shoir one remaining 
child, 6 year old Adelina. Four of the femily's five children were burned to 
death when a kerosene explosion sent flame¢ reging thru their l~room house near 
Poteet, Texas, center of a large strawberry growing area. Adelina received 
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